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Leadership Team
Challenge - opportunity or risk? By embracing challenges, students develop as confident 
young people.

 

 Challenge - Opportunity or Risk?

I have a great amount of admiration for those musicians and singers who, three times a week, enhance the Chapel 
presentations at Concordia Campus. Playing and singing in front of nearly 1000 people requires skill, courage and 
considerable practice. Senior School students have perhaps honed their skills through many prior experiences but, even so, 
there is always an element of nerves and there was always a first time when it would have been easier to decline the 
opportunity than to perform in front of the College in this way. We have many students who rise to this challenge.

We have international students who come to Concordia to complete their secondary education, leaving parents, familiar 
customs and a school system that is well understood, to be based in an unknown school, in the unknown city of Adelaide, 
living in unfamiliar Homestay accommodation and having an education delivered in a language that is difficult to understand. 
We have young people who rise to this challenge and who learn to adapt to our style of education and our way of life.

Some families regularly take their children on camping expeditions, providing them with exciting wilderness experiences, 
while other students have few experiences of this nature. However, all of our Middle School students participate in our 
adventure program and most of them thoroughly enjoy the challenge.

At Concordia, we believe that we have a responsibility to appropriately extend the experiential boundaries of students, so 
that our young people can learn to thrive in the face of challenge. To do this, from time-to-time students need to encounter 
experiences that involve an element of uncertainty and a degree of risk. The International Baccalaureate website has a blog 
that addresses the characteristics of the IB Learner Profile which includes the topic of risk-taking. The blog states:

The IB Learner Profile aims to develop students who are risk-takers. This means guiding students to explore new ideas and 
innovative strategies, challenging their ways of thinking and encouraging them to be confident in those decisions. This 
lifelong skill requires students to step out of their comfort zone and become courageous in their choices and actions. But, 
there is a hint of uncertainty and failure attached to the idea. How can teachers successfully encourage students to take 
risks and be resilient in the face of challenges?

Both campuses of Concordia aim to provide a broad holistic education that challenges students and extends beyond the 
academic, into the spiritual, physical, emotional and social domains. Without challenge, we tend to retreat to a safety zone 
where we know we can cope without being stretched. With challenge, we can develop and thrive.

Lester Saegenschnitter
Principal - Concordia Campus

https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/leadership-team/from-the-concordia-campus-principal/




Primary School
It's been an exciting fortnight with dress-up day, visitors from PNG and preparing for the Year 
6 Exhibition.

 Preparing for Year 6 Exhibition

Each year our Year 6 students showcase the outcomes of their learning journey through the IB Primary Years Programme 
at the Year 6 Exhibition, presenting detailed information on a range of sub-topics within an umbrella topic. At our recent St 
John's Campus Assembly, the Year 6 students shared about the process, key concepts and roles that are involved in 
preparing and presenting the Exhibition. It was also an opportunity for the students to practise before they share this 
information with parents at the Student Led Conferences and Exhibition Information Night on Thursday 22 June. 

During the Assembly we also celebrated the group of girls that were involved in the Crows Girls Football Tournament 
recently. The team was coached by Darryl Wakelin. Well done to the girls involved!

 Reception Jolly Phonics Dress-Up Day

On Friday, students from our Reception classes enjoyed the opportunity to dress up as their favourite Jolly Phonics 
characters. It was wonderful to see so many students, as well as their teachers and classroom assistants, joining in with the 
spirit of the day.

https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/primary-school/preparing-for-year-6-exhibition/
https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/primary-school/reception-jolly-phonics-dress-up-day/




 PNG Visitors

On Friday 16 June we were pleased to welcome three special visitors from Papua New Guinea to our campus. Bishop 
Jack Urame, Pastor Kinim Siloi and Mr Bernhard Kaisom joined us for our Chapel service and then stayed to talk with us 
about our partnership with the Siassi Islands in PNG. Thank you to Mrs Wells for coordinating this visit. We now look 
forward to five staff members travelling to PNG later this year to discuss future partnership plans with our friends from 
Siassi. 

https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/primary-school/png-visitors/


 Staff Update

During Term 3 there will be some new staff around the campus while some existing staff members are on leave. Please 
welcome new staff members as you come into contact with them.

By way of an update: Mrs Jenny Kowald (2K) will be taking the term as Long Service Leave. During her absence 
Miss Bethanie Waldhuter will be teaching the class. Mrs Marianne Schirmer (LSO) will be taking two weeks leave at the 
commencement of the term as will Mrs Caitlin Wilk (4W). Marianne will be replaced by Mrs Marnie Savage and Caitlin will 
be replaced by Mr Glenn Colla.

We wish Jenny, Caitlin and Marianne a wonderful time away and pray for their safe returns.

We also thank Mrs Stacey Harland for her service within the Learning Support Team during Term 2 while Mr Robertson
was on Long Service Leave. Mr Robertson returns at the beginning of Term 3.

 Links Lunch Orders

Links Lunches are available every Wednesday via the secure and easy to use Qkr! app. For more information about using 
Qkr!, Please refer to the instructions provided on the 'More' tab within the School Star app.  

Please note that orders can be cancelled up until 9am on Wednesday, should your child be away from school. Click here for 
tips on how to cancel an order.

We would love some extra help for Links Lunches next term (Wednesdays from 10.15am - 1pm). You'll only be rostered on 
with someone experienced, and only as often as it suits you. Contact Tammy Dandie to register your interest on 0422 958 
571.

https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/primary-school/staff-update/
https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/primary-school/links-lunch-orders/
https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/assets/ConcordiaConnect/T2W8-2017/Qkr-school-tips-12.pdf
https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/assets/ConcordiaConnect/T2W8-2017/Qkr-school-tips-12.pdf


 Diary Dates

Tickets are now on sale for our Hollywood-themed Quiz & Games Night on Saturday 26 August. If you haven't yet booked 
your seat, please do so today!

Click here for a list of upcoming diary dates.

https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/primary-school/diary-dates/
https://www.trybooking.com/QFCT
https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/noticeboard/diary-dates/


Middle School
Middle School Students challenged their thinking and team working skills this fortnight in 
various ways.  

 Edge-lit Signs in Design and Technology

This year our Year 8 Design & Technology courses were moved into a trimester format, providing an opportunity to establish 
a new program of work.  After much planning and prototyping, we developed the Edge-Lit Sign project in which students 
used a range of traditional materials and construction techniques to create the base. They then learnt how to use Adobe 
Illustrator to design and manufacture the acrylic sign component using the laser cutter. To illuminate the finished product, 
they built a circuit board using their electronics knowledge and skills. After an extremely busy 13-week program, the signs 
were finally completed and the smiles on the students' faces as they proudly displayed their work says it all.

Shane Beitz
Head of Design and Technology

 da Vinci Decathlon

Earlier this month, a team of eight Year 9 students represented Concordia at the 2017 South Australian da Vinci Decathlon. 
All Year 9 DARE students trained last term and those selected (and able to attend around camp) dedicated several lunch 
meetings to refining their team strategy in the week leading up to the competition.  

Student groups from 17 schools pitted their intellectual athleticism against each other in a series of 10 problem solving 
challenges across various disciplines from Art, Poetry and Drama to Science, Engineering and Mathematics. As well as 
mind expanding fun, we experienced great success, gaining placings in the top five for four challenges:

General Knowledge - 2nd

https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/middle-school/edge-lit-signs-in-design-and-technology/
https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/middle-school/da-vinci-decathlon/


Ideation - 3rd
Cartography - 4th
Art and Poetry - 5th.  

Ideation, based on the Design Thinking Process, was brand new this year, and the team received a commendation for their 
thoroughness and innovative approach from the markers. The close-knit professionalism and camaraderie of the Concordia 
team was a credit to them.  

Louise Thomas
Gifted Education 

 Maths in Film

In recent weeks, Year 8 students have continued to engage in a trial interdisciplinary unit on ‘Mathematics in Film’. As part 
of the unit, students finished viewing their individual films before beginning work on implementing their chosen mathematical 
principle into the short film they are to construct. Classes have begun studying the technical aspects of film, including the 
use of diegetic and non-diegetic sound, and a guest speaker from the local film industry will be presenting to them shortly. 
Stay tuned for the final products; we may have a budding Spielberg (or Hitchcock) in our midst!

 Year 8 Challenge Day

On Wednesday 7 June, our Year 8 cohort competed in the second annual ‘Year 8 Challenge Day’ at Waite Arboretum. 
Students were required to pick a theme, design their costumes and create a class chant in preparation for the day, before 
competing in a short cross-country race. 8EJO were the overall winners for the day, but as you can see by the smiles on the 
students' faces, a brilliant afternoon was enjoyed by all. Thomas and Samuel from 8EJO expressed the following thoughts at 
a recent Middle School Assembly: 

"Year 8 Challenge Day was a great success for 8EJO because we won. It was an event where Home Classes competed 
against each other for the Year 8 Challenge Day Shield ... There was a lot of responsibility with each Home Class deciding 

https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/middle-school/maths-in-film/
https://www.concordia.sa.edu.au/news-and-events/concordia-connect/archive/term-2-week-8-2017/middle-school/year-8-challenge-day/


what to wear and what chants were going to fire up the class members. ... The emphasis on the day was to show team 
spirit, dress together with a theme and complete a cross-country run around the Waite Arboretum and oval. For 8EJO, the 
effort paid off for the win and we’ll enjoy a free class lunch next week. We’d like to thank all of the Year 8 Home Class 
teachers for helping plan and put together the event, and for the other teachers who came along to support the day."


