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From the Head of College

As we move into the next phase of our Strategic Plan, Creating Space for What Matters, we
are sharpening our focus on the areas that will most strengthen student learning, wellbeing and
our shared community life. The recent MMG Community Survey has provided clear affirmation
of our strengths and honest insight into areas for improvement. This next phase of the plan
responds directly to that feedback.

Learning

Parents consistently identify quality teaching, strong academic standards and a balanced
education as central reasons for choosing Concordia. At the same time, feedback highlights
the importance of greater clarity around academic expectations, consistency in teaching
practice, differentiation and extension, and more regular feedback on student progress. In
response, we are refining our evidence-informed Instructional Model, strengthening curriculum
coherence from ELC to Year 12, and sharpening how we communicate growth and
achievement. Our aim is consistent, high-quality learning in every classroom.

Wellbeing

A safe and caring environment remains one of Concordia’s defining strengths. Parents value
the focus on belonging and personal support. Feedback also calls for clearer communication
about wellbeing processes and greater consistency in behaviour expectations. We will embed



our LearningWell model more deeply across daily practice, strengthen partnerships with
families and ensure every student feels known, valued and supported.

Spiritual Life

Families affirm the importance of our Christian foundation and College values. At the same
time, we are called to express faith with authenticity and sensitivity within a diverse community.
We will continue to nurture a visible yet thoughtful expression of faith through an engaging
Christian Studies curriculum, meaningful service and opportunities for reflection.

Organisational Sustainability

Parents rightly expect stability, strong leadership and responsible stewardship. We remain
committed to disciplined financial management, strategic investment in facilities and digital
capability, and sustained enrolment strength so that we can continue providing rich
opportunities for students.

Community and Culture

Recent feedback has reminded us that connection and partnership must be experienced
consistently by all families. While many feel deeply connected, we know we can do better. We
are committed to clear communication, intentional listening and structured opportunities for
parent voice as we strengthen a respectful and unified College culture.

Creating Space for What Matters is not about adding more. It is about focusing more clearly.
The MMG data has helped us identify where expectations are strong and where we can focus
additional attention. Our commitment now is to translate that insight into disciplined action, so
that every child experiences a Concordia education that is rigorous, supportive, values-based
and deeply connected.

Thank you for your continued trust and partnership as we move forward together.

Paul Weinert
Head of College
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Governor of South Australia Commendation Excellence Award

On Wednesday 11 February, Government House hosted 40 exceptional students from across
South Australia who were honoured for their academic achievements and significant societal
contributions. These students earned a prestigious recognition—the Governor of South
Australia Commendation. Her Excellency the Honourable Frances Adamson AC, Governor of
South Australia, recognised these students for such things as "leading mental health and
wellbeing initiatives; championing sustainability and inclusion; advancing reconciliation and
cultural understanding; and exemplifying initiative, resilience and leadership". Congratulations



to Lincoln, Deputy College Captain from the Class of 2025, for this significant recognition of
your service to Concordia and the wider community.

This ceremony was part of a larger celebration involving 1,221 students who achieved one or
more subject Merits in their South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) in 2025. We were
thrilled to celebrate the achievements of the Class of 2025 with 15% of our Year 12 students
placing in the top 5% nationally and 30% achieving results in the top 10%.

Photo courtesy of SA School Photography
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Enrichment and Extended Learning News

Ethics Olympiad Middle School International Final

On Wednesday 18 February we had a team of five students represent Concordia in the Ethics
Olympiad Middle School International Final. The Ethics Olympiad is a competition focused on
critical thinking, respectful dialogue and ethical analysis of real-life cases. This competition
brought together 50 teams from across the world, including students from all the states and
territories of Australia, the Philippines, the United Kingdom, New Zealand, India and Canada.
Our team was invited to compete, alongside three other South Australian schools, after a gold
medal performance in our heat last year. 

Some of the cases they explored in preparation for the competition included:

Should Artists’ Ethics Affect Our Artistic Judgments?
Bullfighting
Relying on Civilian Intelligence in War
Using AI in the Classroom.

Our students had a brilliant experience and proved that ethical thinking can be rigorous,
collaborative and genuinely fun.

Congratulations to Sophia (10LTRA) Benjamin (9JEGA) Amelia (10VNAR) Daisy (10NSHW) and
Lucy (10HLEW).

70 Years of the Duke of Ed

Since its beginnings in 1956, The Duke of Ed has been more than just a framework—it’s a
passport to possibility. It’s where young people challenge themselves, discover their potential
and realise that they’re capable of far more than they ever imagined.

Across Australia, 90,000+ young people have taken part in the Framework so far. Each one has
their own story—whether it’s conquering a mountain or urban trek, learning a new language,
mastering an instrument or giving back to their community. These experiences don’t just fill a
logbook; they build confidence, compassion and character.



Students can commence the Framework from age 14. In significant changes, from this year,
the Bronze level can be completed in a shorter timeframe with the minimum duration reduced
from six months to three months. Newly registered students are no longer required to
complete a Major Section. It is hoped recent changes will allow for greater accessibility and
retention. Organised students can complete all three Levels by the end of Year 11. Please
contact Emma Rieger if you would like support with this program.

Upcoming Opportunities

Youth Parliament: The YMCA South Australia Youth Parliament is a non-partisan program
designed to offer individuals aged 15-25 years a platform to express their perspectives on
significant matters. It aims to foster the development of leadership skills, enhance
parliamentary comprehension and deepen understanding of democracy. Applications close on
13 March 2026. Learn more here.

Emma Rieger
Enrichment and Extended Learning

Ethics Olympiad team ready to compete
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