Concordia has assisted in making my children into the
beautiful young adults that they are today.
Kind, respectful, intelligent and enquiring.
Parent

Welcome to
our School
As you explore our prospectus, you will gain an insight into how our vision is realised
through our school programs.
As well as our commitment to academic engagement and achievement, we offer a
wide range of enrichment opportunities that encourage students to discover and
develop their talents and interests within a safe and supportive environment.
Christian faith and spirituality underpin the practices of Concordia College. Service
to others is an important aspect of school life. In fulfilling our mission we provide
opportunities for students to learn and grow through service and to reflect on their
own spiritual development.
We have high expectations and aspirations for our students, who consistently
achieve outstanding academic outcomes. Our hope is for all Concordia graduates
to leave with a quiet but confident sense of who they are, equipped to achieve and
serve throughout their lives.
We welcome you to Concordia College and invite you to visit our campuses on one
of our College Tours to experience it for yourself.
Michael Paech
Principal, St John’s Campus
(ELC - Year 6)

Paul Weinert
Principal, Concordia Campus
(Year 7 - Year 12)

Our Vision
Inspiring and equipping hearts, hands and minds for a world of possibilities

Our Mission
We aim to provide a vibrant education, rich in opportunities, delivered within a caring,
supportive environment, empowered by the love of Jesus Christ. We seek to inspire
young people to actively engage in lifelong learning, achieve their best and become
global citizens who serve with an open heart.

What we Value
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our compassionate and connected community.
Serving others in response to the love of God.
Nurturing high quality teaching and learning.
Excellence in a spirit of humility and grace.
Creativity and innovation.
Caring for the environment as stewards of God’s creation.
A global perspective shaped by hope and courage.
Resilience in embracing challenges.
Our unique heritage.

Our Motto
Fortiter in Re, Suaviter in Modo
Firm in Principle, Gentle in Manner.

Our students are encouraged to follow their passion
for learning while experiencing the warmth of a
compassionate and caring community.
Paul Weinert, Principal - Concordia Campus

Concordia celebrates the individual strengths of all students, be
they academic, sporting, art, music, technology or humanitarian.
This creates an environment where every young person can strive
confidently in his or her areas of interest and strength.
Parent

Student Learning
Inspiring students to achieve their personal best
Concordia College offers an engaging and
supportive learning environment with a
curriculum which encourages authentic
learning that reaches well beyond the
classroom. We work together to create
an environment where our students are
safe to accept challenges, take risks in
exploring their learning and achieve their
best in all they undertake.
Through personalised learning, we
cater for the different learning needs
of our students at each stage of their
development. Technology is integrated
into all aspects of learning, encouraging

our students to unlock different learning
modes and processes.
An International Baccalaureate World
School since 2001, our learning program
reflects our belief in a balanced education
which fosters academic, emotional,
physical, relational and spiritual growth.
We aim to provide a purposeful learning
environment where students feel secure
and supported, with opportunities that
engage and challenge them to discover
what is possible.

Spiritual Life and
Pastoral Care
Providing our community with opportunities to
reflect and grow
As a Lutheran College we regularly meet for Chapel as a school community. Our Chapel
Program is designed to provide opportunities for us to grow in faith and reflect on
important issues of life.
Students and staff have opportunities to lead Chapel, which is an integral component of
our identity as a community with Christian values.

Exceptional pastoral care supports academic
achievement and personal development
We are committed to providing the highest quality care to our students. We work
closely with students and parents so that our young people can make the most of the
opportunities available to them and develop self-esteem and confidence to grow as
individuals.
Our structured Pastoral Care Program provides targeted learning and growth
opportunities for students at each year level.
Concordia also has pastoral support specialists on staff, including our Student
Counsellors, our ministry team and a Community Carer, who provide a valuable ‘listening
ear’, as well as a source of support, encouragement and guidance.

Our son loves going to school every day. To me
that says it all. What more could a parent ask for?
Parent

The unparalleled emotion of beginning as a newcomer to Concordia
has undoubtedly been felt by every student in every decade. There
has always been a blend of wonder, awe, excitement, and joy, all
occasioned by the feeling that something special happens here.
Extract from the book ‘Concordia 100 Years’
by Elmore Leske

The Journey so Far
Facilities and programs that enhance learning
Founded in 1890, Concordia College has a
rich history and tradition as an academic
and caring school, encouraging and
supporting young people to be successful,
independent learners.

positioned for access to the city and the
hills. Located close to major transport
routes, Concordia attracts students from
across Adelaide, with around one third of
senior students travelling in by school bus.

Concordia College offers a continuous
education from Early Learning Centre
to Year 12. The ELC and Primary School
are located on the St John’s Campus
which was opened in 1952 by the St
John’s Lutheran Church congregation.
The Concordia Campus, just a short walk
across the oval, is home to the Middle and
Senior Schools.

The College’s heritage buildings are
complemented by contemporary,
purpose-built learning spaces. The
Nautilus Centre provides leading-edge
facilities for Art, Science and STEM,
while ‘Murtoa’ and ‘The Atrium’ offer
comfortable, light-filled learning areas for
Middle and Senior School respectively.
Murtoa also houses a state-of-the-art
media studio and music facilities.

Both campuses are small enough for
students to feel secure and confident,
while benefiting from the many
advantages offered by a larger school.
Conveniently situated in the leafy suburb
of Highgate, just 5km from the Adelaide
CBD, Concordia College is uniquely

The St John’s Campus begins a major
redevelopment soon. The new facilities
open in 2023. This significant milestone
enables us to offer extra classes and
places across ELC to Year 6 and enhance
learning spaces for students.

Early Learning
Centre
Let’s play!
Your child’s educational journey begins
in the ELC. Our caring, experienced and
highly qualified staff nurture your child’s
progress through countless moments of
learning.
If you’re a parent who believes that childinitiated, educator-supported, play-based
learning is the best educational foundation
for your child, then Concordia College
Early Learning Centre is the right place for
your family.
We follow the International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Program (IB PYP) and
the Australian Government’s Early Years
Learning Framework.
The IB knows that young learners are
intelligent, resourceful and creative

individuals who grow, develop and learn at
dierent rates. We take inspiration from the
Reggio Emilia philosophy of education.
Specialist teachers of Art, German
language, Music, Physical Education
and Library work with the children and
support the ELC program.
We’ve developed a considered balance
between a holistic structured program
and open ended play experiences to
encourage your child’s curiosity and help
them be a confident learner.
It’s a balance your family will love. So,
while you’ll be amazed to discover what
your child has learned, they’ll probably
think everything – they’ve seen, heard,
questioned, created, explored or imagined
– was ‘just play’.

Nature play is a strong influence in our Early Learning
Centre. Our indoor and outdoor spaces really bring this to
life.
Kate Wood, ELC Director

PYP schools seek to ensure that learning is engaging,
relevant, challenging and significant. Our programs strongly
support these objectives.
Michael Paech, Principal - St John’s Campus

Primary School
Developing confidence, curiosity and resilience
Reception to Year 6 provides a supportive
and nurturing environment in which
students’ strengths are developed.
The Primary School curriculum, based on
the International Baccalaureate Primary
Years Programme (IB PYP), focuses on
the development of the whole child as an
inquirer, both in the classroom and the
world outside. The PYP is a framework
guided by six transdisciplinary themes
of global significance, explored using
knowledge and skills with an emphasis on
inquiry.
PYP schools seek to ensure that learning
is engaging, relevant, challenging and
significant.
Our strong Pastoral Care program ensures
that children are nurtured at every stage
of their development. Our teachers value
getting to know each student as a unique
individual created and loved by God.
A variety of co-curricular opportunities
are offered to broaden and enhance

opportunities for student engagement
and learning.
As students progress through the
primary years, we aim to offer a range
of meaningful leadership opportunities.
Students at all year levels have the
opportunity to represent their classes on
the Student Representative Council.
The culmination of the Primary Years
Programme is the Year 6 Exhibition, in
which students showcase their Learning
Journey from ELC to Year 6.
As a service to families of our school and
community, Concordia provides an Out
of School Hours Care (OSHC) program
for students in Reception to Year 6.
Concordia exceeds the National Quality
Standards of the Australian Children’s
Education and Care Quality Authority
(ACECQA) in all quality areas.

Middle School
Developing enquiring, knowledgeable and
caring young people
We understand that the transition
from primary school into a secondary
environment is an exciting, but sometimes
daunting, step. Through our structured
transition program, we aim to ensure that
each young person’s skills, interests and
needs are supported.
The Middle School at Concordia,
encompassing Years 7 to 9, is a vibrant
and supportive learning environment
that provides opportunities for discovery,
creativity and innovation. Excellence in
the classroom is encouraged and students
are challenged to engage in inquiry-based
learning.
Students explore a holistic view of
learning as part of the International

Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme
(IB MYP). Key learning areas challenge
students to explore specific knowledge
and skills, while developing higher order
thinking skills, and the ability to identify
connections between what is being
studied and how it can be applied within
the immediate and wider world context.
Beyond the classroom, students are
encouraged to participate fully in College
life, through involvement in sports, music,
clubs and service to the wider community.
There are many opportunities for Middle
School students to grow as leaders such
as Year 9 Student Ambassadors, Year
Level House Leaders or Student Forum
Representatives.

It was very easy to make new friends even though I did
not know a single person when I came to Concordia. I have
especially enjoyed being involved in sport and clubs.
Year 7 Student

Concordia’s environment and support networks have been
integral in shaping me into the person I am today.
Year 12 Student

Senior School
Laying the foundation for a bright future
The Senior School at Concordia,
encompassing Years 10 to 12, is a
challenging yet supportive environment,
providing opportunities for students to
build on their individual strengths and
interests as they prepare for their future
learning and career pathways.
Students in the senior years continue
to develop key literacy, numeracy and
lifelong learning skills, while gaining
knowledge and skills in specialised areas
of interest. Our academic programs
encourage students to take responsibility
for their own learning goals and
outcomes, while supporting them to
grow as confident, independent and
collaborative learners.
The Senior School academic program
builds on the International Baccalaureate
Programme offered in the Middle School
years. Students choose from a wide

range of subjects as part of a broad and
well balanced curriculum, which enables
them to gain the South Australian
Certificate of Education (SACE) on
completion of Year 12.
Our students have access to a range of
resources when choosing their future
learning and career pathways. All Year 10
students complete the Personal Learning
Plan (PLP), a SACE subject designed to
help students to make informed choices
about courses and subjects in Years 11
and 12.
Information nights at Concordia,
together with guidance from senior
staff, subject and Home Class teachers,
provide students with valuable support
and advice. There are also ‘handson’ opportunities to undertake work
experience and make visits to universities
and TAFE institutions to assist students in
their decision making.

Exploring the
World around Us
Experiences that promote commitment,
leadership and collaboration skills
We offer an all-round education that
emphasises the value of participation in a
wide variety of activities both within and
beyond the classroom.
Educational excursions, camps and trips
help to promote our aim of fostering
global-mindedness, as well as providing
enjoyment and adventure that enhances
student engagement and achievement
in learning. Senior School trips have
included exchanges with Germany, music

tours to France, China and Hong Kong,
and outreach activities in Vanuatu, South
Africa and Cambodia.
Opportunities in areas such as music,
art, sport, ministry, leadership training
and service help students discover and
develop their unique talents and interests
and lead seamlessly to national and
international opportunities.

From the moment we entered the school, we were greeted
with an abundance of opportunities. We were encouraged to
get involved and to find not only what we were good at, but
what we were passionate about.
Year 12 Student

Music has provided me with so many great opportunities, not
only to develop my musical understanding, but meet new people
and make new friends. I really appreciate the opportunity to have
participated in a variety of musical activities at Concordia from big
bands to musicals.
Year 12 Music Student

Celebrating
the Gift of Music
Fostering creativity, self-discovery and
expression
Concordia has a long tradition of musical
excellence and offers a wide choice of
bands, choirs, ensembles and orchestras.
Tuition is offered in orchestral instruments
as well as piano, guitar, saxophone, and
voice across both campuses.
There is a strong emphasis on
performance both within and outside
of the curriculum. Each year students at
all year levels contribute to the diverse
program of concerts and recitals.
A particular highlight is the annual
Concordia musical, a tradition which can

be traced back to 1961, which provides
theatrical and musical performance
opportunities to a large number of
students. Recent Concordia musicals
have included The Sound of Music, Guys
and Dolls, Godspell, Hairspray, Annie and
Beauty & The Beast.
Concordia is blessed with excellent
music teachers, who guide and motivate
students to high levels of appreciation
and performance. Visiting professionals
regularly contribute to the program
to enrich students’ experiences and
enjoyment.

Sport
Opportunities for participation in a
wide variety of sporting experiences
Sport is an integral part of the extra-curricular program at Concordia.
Concordia has become highly successful in a range of sports, entering
teams in state-wide competitions in various sports such as basketball,
netball and volleyball.
Sporting excellence is underpinned by an emphasis on participation.
Students of all abilities are encouraged to participate in one or more of
the many sports offered at Concordia. We take care to provide programs
designed for both first time players and those more experienced.
Specialist coaching is provided in key areas for elite teams.
House fixtures and events such as Sports Day and Swimming Carnival
provide opportunities for students to engage in friendly rivalry both in
competitive and fun events to earn points for their houses.

The sports program has been a highlight of my time at
Concordia. I have really enjoyed the variety of different sports
on offer, the camaraderie and competition, and the many
friendships I have developed through sport.
Recipient of the Noske-Temme Award for Girls Sport

Going to the Kalahari Desert was, and will remain, the best
experience I have ever had. The people of the desert were
some of the friendliest people I have ever met and they made
us feel more than welcome right from the start.
Kalahari Experience Participant

Service Learning
Growing and learning though social
responsibility
We aim to develop in all students a sense
of social responsibility and personal
commitment to making a positive
difference in the world.
We offer a variety of service learning
projects that operate in the wider
community, providing students
with unique personal development
opportunities and learning experiences.
We aim to assist students in learning the
value of service and advocate a culture
of service in various extra-curricular
activities.
Our international service projects have
included a partnership with primary
schools in the Siassi Islands of Papua New

Guinea, the Kalahari Experience in South
Africa, Habitat for Humanity in Cambodia
and The Philippines, and Football
Outreach Vanuatu.
Closer to home, senior students have
participated in service learning projects
including the Red Centre Experience,
which aims to develop indigenous
connections in the Alice Springs area, and
supporting a homeless centre in Adelaide.
Service learning provides opportunities
for student leadership development,
creative problem solving, teamwork,
spiritual development and the ability to
learn and appreciate both differences and
similarities in cultures and environments.

Beyond Concordia
Better together

Lifelong connections

Parents have a variety of opportunities
to be involved in the life of the College
through parent groups, as well as
association with sport and other
school activities. These groups offer an
opportunity for parents to get to know
each other, as well as to share information
and ideas with the Principal and other key
staff members.

Beyond Concordia, the Old Concordians
Association (OCA) provides a valuable
link to the College for past students and
fosters a sense of community. OCA offers
opportunities for old collegians to connect
with each other and have continuing
involvement with the life of the College
through academic, cultural, social and
sporting activities and events.

There are opportunities for parents to get
involved in many social functions.

Current students benefit from their
association with Concordia’s extensive
alumni network in the form of graduate
transition programs, networking
opportunities, mentoring relationships and
advice, providing students with the best
possible start to their careers.

Becoming part of the Concordia school community has been a
highlight for our family since our son commenced at the College.
Joining the P&F has enabled us to meet and connect with other
parents and enjoy the many activities that the College offers.
Parent

Your Family’s
Journey
Starts Here
Thank you for considering Concordia College
for your child’s education
Places at Concordia are highly sought after, so prospective families are advised to lodge
an application for enrolment as early as possible.
Applications are invited at all year levels throughout the year.
We also encourage you to visit the College. Our College Tours provide a wonderful
opportunity to see the school in action and to chat with key staff and students.

The enrolment process:

Step 1 > Enquiry
Find out more about Concordia College by visiting our website, attending a College
Tour or contacting our enrolments team.

Step 2 > Application
Send applications to our enrolments team as early as possible. Enrolment Application
Forms can be found in the back pocket of this prospectus or on the College website.
Families can nominate multiple entry points on each application.

Step 3 > Acceptance
Offers for enrolment for our primary entry points are made from 1 March two years
prior to entry. Places in other year levels will be offered closer to commencement when
places become available.

For further information, please contact our enrolment team at Concordia College:
St John’s Campus : ELC-Year 6
t. 08 8271 4299
e. enrolments@concordia.sa.edu.au

Concordia Campus : Year 7-12
t. 08 8272 0444
e. enrolments@concordia.sa.edu.au

ELC - Year 6
20 Highgate Street, Highgate SA 5063
t. 08 8271 4299
Year 7 - Year 12
24 Winchester Street, Highgate SA 5063
t. 08 8272 0444
e. mail@concordia.sa.edu.au
www.concordia.sa.edu.au
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